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Wells, S. (2019). Walk humbly: Encouragements for living, working, and being. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 97 pp. $16.00. ISBN 9780802876966
Walk Humbly is a series of admonitions for living a faithful Christian life. The eight 
exhortations progressively grow from each other, with the focus being on existence 
and essence – the difference between them and, finally, how they come together. 
Samuel Wells brief, wonderful, little book causes any reader to carefully consider (or 
reconsider) their life and to reflect on some basic questions about existence, and how 
to live life in this world as a Christian believer. Wells is Vicar of St. Martin-in the 
Fields, Trafalgar Square, London so his pastoral care is evident in every sentence that 
he writes. You could almost imagine each of these reflections being a short homily 
preached at a midweek prayer gathering.
A careful reading for Wells coupled with an honest reflection on a Christian walk 
will be rewarding for any reader of this remarkable book. It admirably accomplishes 
what it seeks to accomplish – “to move, inspire, encourage, persuade, challenge” (ix). 
This little book will help readers see the meaning of life; a life that is lived in this 
world with all its challenges, but a life that is also lived Coram Deo and lived with an 
eye focused on the things to come.
This book deserves a slow and careful reading. There are no wasted words here, 
so each sentence leads to reflection on how faithfully the reader is living his or 
her Christian life. This book would make a good personal devotional or as a small 
group study. It would also make a good textbook for a college level class on spiritual 
formation or spiritual disciplines.
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